Stewart 1

Brad Stewart
Mr. Villarrubia
English V AP	
 22 January 2010
 (
M
L
S
M
L
M
M
)	The speaker takes a reverent and glorifying tone as he venerates work and suggests that it fulfills and advances human nature; but in making this claim the speaker assumes that human nature is incomplete and imperfect without labor.
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)	The first two paragraphs use diction, simile, and syntax to convince the reader that work leads to truth.  The speaker uses "sacredness," "high calling," and "Gospel" to evoke religious thoughts from the reader which reinforce his reverence for work; the speaker also calls work "never so Mammonish" to dispel any notion of work having an evil or greedy aspect.  Then, the assumption.  "Work done will itself lead one more and more to truth"; this statement inherently suggests that without work one will not achieve truth.  The speaker then uses "thou" and "thy" in an attempt to appeal to the reader while using a semicolon to denote the contrast between "knowing thyself" and "thou art an unknowable individual."  He then says the reader must be "like a Hercules," suggesting one must continue to labor.  The speaker has already revealed his intentions and assumptions and has begun his attempt to persuade the reader.
 (
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)	In the third paragraph the speaker continues with patterns of diction but also uses personification, and imagery in his quest to prove the merits of work.  The continued use of religious diction with "It has been written," "soul," and "blessed glow of Labour" strengthens the tone of devotion; the cacophony in "Doubt, Desire, ... Indignation, and Despair" strengthens their unfavorable and disadvantageous meanings.  These same words are then personified as "stilled," and "murmuring far off into their caves" to show that work can defeat all human problems.  The speaker uses a short sentence with syntactic flair to emphasize another benefit of labor: "The man is now a man."  He then combines imagery and simile when he asks the rhetorical question "is it not as a purifying fire"; work purifies man of all despair and sorrow.  The speaker's view of work as a beneficial force is made evident, and his assumption that man cannot thrive without work is reinforced.
	The final paragraph centers on an extended simile that reinforces the speaker's position.  Work is compared to a "free-flowing channel, dug by noble force" which "runs and flows;—draining off the sour festering water."  For he who "has found his work," it will be a power capable of containing and removing the baleful facets of life.  This simile is heightened by its periodic structure and pattern of harmful diction including "sour mudswamp" and "pestilential swamp."  The religious diction persists with "god-given Force," "sacred celestial Life-essence", and "Almighty God"; and it is further supported with an allusion to the Beatitudes: "Blessed is he who has found his work; let him ask for no other blessedness."  This incessant pattern of diction greatly strengthens the speaker's reverent tone.  More evidence for this veneration is seen in the alliteration and euphony of "Labour is Life."  The conclusion begins with the rhetorical fragment "Knowledge?" which introduces the speaker's suggestion that only work leads to true knowledge.  He ends the passage with syntactical brilliance through the use of a supporting quote—"Doubt, of whatever kind, can be ended by Action alone"—and periodic structure.  
 (
C
)	The speaker uses patterns of diction, imagery, figurative language, and syntax to convince the reader that the speaker's devotion to work is founded and correct.  To put both his assertion and his assumption simply: work saves; idleness defeats.
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