Stewart 3

Brad Stewart
20 April 2010
Mr. Reuther

To The Chief Magistrate for the Suppression of Illogical Thought and Speech:
	Secular humanism is most certainly an enticing philosophy, and I do recognize the force of its attraction; however, it is sorely mistaken in discounting an objective authority.  Your claims of “anti-historical propaganda and perpetuation of illogical ideologies” hold no weight without distinct and coherent evidence.  I will present a logical and unambiguous series of arguments which not only affirm my past assertions—Jesus Christ is God, Jesus Christ is historical, the Gospels are biographical accounts of His life—but also dispel the myth that materialism culminates in true knowledge and happiness.
	The historical evidence in support of the biographic intentions of the Gospel writers far outweighs the almost non-existent facts behind the assertion that the Gospels were anti-historical.  The anonymous author theory is one of the foremost arguments against the authenticity of the Gospels; it states that the authors' names were attributed to these works almost a century after publication in order to bestow authority upon them.  This suggestion quickly disintegrates when one realizes that over four thousand manuscripts were discovered, and each and every one possessed the name of its author.  Hundreds of years, four thousand independent writings, and not one un-named copy—it is simply not possible that they were originally anonymous documents.  Not only were they written by specific individuals who intended to record history,  they also follow the linguistic patterns of secular biographies written in the same era.  The listing of specific actions in a certain order, and the description of subjects' ancestors are two of the many similarities between the Gospels and Roman histories.  Plutarch's The Parallel Lives states:  
		For Julia, a sister of Caesar's father, was the wife of Marius the Elder, and the 			mother of Marius the Younger, who was therefore Caesar's cousin.
The Gospel of Matthew reads in similar fashion:
		Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the 			father of Judah and his brothers, 3 and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by 			Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram... 
While not absolute proof, the similarities in form and style support the assertion that the Gospels are indeed historical works.
	Since the Gospels are historical works, it is safe to take their accounts of Jesus Christ as truth—in particular, His claims that He is God Himself.  As Peter Kreeft observed, this allows for three possibilities: Jesus is lord, Jesus is a liar, or Jesus is a lunatic.  "The unbeliever almost always believes that Jesus was a good man, a prophet, a sage"; but since He claimed to be God, He cannot be simply a sage (Kreeft 61).  He is either revealing the truth and is truly divine, or he is intentionally deceiving, in which case he cannot be even a sage.  Jesus also possesses the characteristics which liars and lunatics necessarily lack: "practical wisdom," "deep and winning love," and "his ability to astonish, his creativity" (Kreeft 61).  He held the unique ability to understand the true intentions and feelings of those He encountered, and He went to great lengths to ensure that each and every human being understood his "passionate compassion" (Kreeft 61).  Unlike the insipid predictability of insane humanists such as Friedrich Nietzsche, Jesus constantly adapted his teachings to fit his audience and their unique situations.  As a result of these qualities, He was able to gather many followers who still today carry on his mission of salvation.  Jesus succeeded.
	In order to further fortify the claim that Jesus is lord, I will explore the result of a philosophy devoid of the previously mentioned characteristics.  Insanity is "reason used without root, reason in the void" (Chesterton 3).  Those who attempt to rationalize any and everything will soon find that mere human reason meets its limits before an absolute cause and basis can be found.  In order to escape the clutches of insanity, one must allow mystery to exist around him—in accepting the mysteriousness of Jesus Christ, one immediately gains the foundation necessary to maintain a sound mind.  "Man can understand everything by the help of what he does not understand"—this is the wonder of Jesus (Chesterton 3).  Jesus' unpredictability allowed for these saving paradoxes to exist, His wisdom attracted countless followers to His cause, and His love culminated in the ultimate victory for humankind—Jesus' death on the cross.  It is the lack of foundation for thought that drags the likes of Nietzsche into the grasps of insanity, and it is to this end that "The Alliance for Secular Humanism" leads our country.  The Gospels provide an escape from the vicious result of pure rationality.  
	Logical thought clearly demonstrates that the Gospels were indeed intended to be historical accounts of the life of Jesus Christ, and that the words of Jesus present in these writings can be trusted.  He claimed to be the one true God, and his life substantiates this claim. It truly is more logical, reasonable, and intelligent to accept Jesus than to suffer the consequences of insanity caused by secular humanism.  I stand before you today confident in my understanding and belief.  I may suffer death today at your hands, but I will be reborn into eternal bliss.  You will suffer eternal damnation at the hands of your blinding insanity.
Logically yours,
Bradford J. Stewart

