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TEXAS POLITICAL HISTORY

21

Hernan (or Fernando) Cortes (expedition from Cuba) defeats Aztecs in
central valley of MX & occupies their principal city Tenochtitlan (renamed
MX City). Confiscates their supplies of gold & silver. Aztec gold acquired
over centuries gives Spain idea that more riches (gold, silver, copper)
abound on continent. Cortes's "disease of the heart."

Pineda sails along Texas coast and maps it

36

Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca (3 Spaniards + 1 slave—4 ragged
castaways) 1st European to travel Texas (8 yrs) excites Spanish
imagination with tales of riches. shipwrecked on TX coast near Galveston
Island attempting to return to New Spain (Panuco) from Florida. Coastal
tribes hostile. Panfilo de Narvaez expedition sent to settle FL. De Vaca
2nd in command. V a merchant, medicine man, slave, “surgeon.”
Reunited w countrymen on west coast of MX (Culiacan, Sinaloa)

1539-42

After Franciscan friar Marcos de Niza and Estevanico (the slave)
"confirm" de Vaca's stories, Francisco Vasquez de Coronado, sent by
Viceroy Mendoza who feared possible expeditions by Cortes and de Soto
(C’s party over 1300--mostly Indians). Hernando de Soto (succeeded by
Luis de Moscoso) a separate enterprise. 2 expeditions separately explore
area from Florida to Arizona (De Vaca wanted De Soto's assignment).
Two men competitors. De Soto's "son of the sun" ruse gets him nowhere
[Weber 54]. Search for precious metals.

Both seek mythical 7 Cities of Cibola (turns out to be a rock pueblo of
Zuni Indians, near present day line between AZ & N MX). Coronado
travels east to Gran Quivira (in present-day Kansas). Coronado's
displeasure, expedition a total failure, Indian strategy to lose ‘em on
high plains. To Coronado, TX nothing but cows (buffalo) and sky. C dies
in 1554 in MX City, a broken man at age 44. Ironically, gold found in CA
in 1848 after MX War.

1550-85

Spaniards fight Chichimeca Indians (collective term for 4 major
nations) for control of Northern Mexico. Silver strike in Zacatecas
in 1546 (silver mines of northern MX—Guanajuato, San Luis Potosi
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