Eric Haydel 1

Eric Haydel
Mr. McGanon

English IVH

October 3, 2008

My Name: Eric Craig Haydel


My name is the title by which everyone knows me; it is rooted deeply in both tradition and history.  All three of my names—first, middle, and last—have a distinct place in both family tradition and history.  Although my name was decided by my parents and ancestors, it belongs to me; I am fortunate that they bestowed an outstanding name upon me.  Many people have owned a name similar to mine, but no one else possesses the distinct meaning behind my name.  

My first name is taken from an old Norse name which means ruler.  The ancient leaders of the Vikings attached Eric to the end of their names to indicate leadership; a prime example of this suffix is found in the name Leif Ericson, a Viking leader.  My parents named me this because Eric was the middle name of my Grandfather who was a Jesuit alumnus from the class of 1940; immediately after high school he entered the service.  Since he was a marine and a Jesuit alumnus, he had a refined sense of justice and leadership; he never accepted mediocrity.  My parents wanted to celebrate this man and his desire for greatness by naming me Eric.

In honor of my father, my parents set my middle name as Craig, which is his first name.  This name comes from the Scottish word creag, meaning rock.  Rocks are symbols of hardness—both strength in the face of danger and physical fortitude.  My grandparents named my father this after James Craig, a close friend of theirs who died in World War II fighting on a remote island in the Pacific.  My grandfather made a pact with him that he would name one of his children after him if he died fighting; it was a joke a first; but it became a startling reality.  Realizing he must fulfill this agreement, my grandfather named my father Craig because he thought James was overused.


My last name has an obscure and almost indeterminable history; therefore, it is difficult to track down its origin.  It is believed that the first Haydels in the United States were immigrants from either Germany or Ireland.  Haydel is an alternate spelling of the surname Heidenrech—a name which means “power of infidels.” This last name was popular during the times of the crusades because the warriors loved the idea that they were the “power over the infidels.” Although there is no way of knowing for sure, the first Haydel believed to immigrate into North America was George Haydel who immigrated in 1747 to Northern Pennsylvania.

My name is special to me because it is my unique label in society; it defines me.  Hoping to instill certain virtues into my character, my parents conferred this name upon me.  My name signifies many things: the ability to lead, mental and physical strength, and power over evil forces.  I will always be Eric Craig Haydel; this name’s significant tradition and history make it powerful for me.  
