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The writer of The Case for Christ presents an interesting parable to help the reader better understand why he should re-examine the facts about Jesus.  In the story, a man, Dixon, was involved in what seemed like an open and shut case: he shot a cop, all the evidence pointed that way.  After the journalist was offered a slightly different theory, he found that the evidence more strongly pointed to the man’s innocence.  The lesson he learned from the situation which he passes to the reader is that he projected his own bias onto the evidence to make unsound conclusions.  We all do it, and he is asking us to suspend this bias in the subject of finding Jesus. 

In Everything is Illuminated, the characters are gripped with the same bias towards each other.  Alex the grandson and grandfather both think that Jonfen is some stupid American Jewish tourist when they first meet him.  He comes off as a bit of a wimp, while the grandfather comes off as a grumpy old man to Jonfen.  Only after a longer examination of the facts do they realize that they are good, genuine people.  Even before the trip, the Ukranians think that this will be a boring, stupid trip for a wealthy American.  What they eventually get is a “rigid search” in which they find out a lot about themselves.  
