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A Reilly Odd Character
In A Confederacy of Dunces by John Kennedy Toole, Ignatius J.  Reilly plays the protagonist.  This book is about Ignatius’s struggle to find and keep a job in New Orleans in the early 1960’s.  He hops from job to job leaving a path of destruction behind him.  Ignatius’s inability to assimilate into society is due to his deceitfulness, condescending attitude, and laziness.
Ignatius uses his intelligence to deceive those around him throughout the whole novel.  While Ignatius is employed at Levy Pants, he writes a nasty letter to Abelman Co. and copies “the Levy signature onto the letter” (108) .  This letter later causes legal trouble, and Ignatius completely denies writing it.  Because she gave Ignatius some hurtful remarks on his first day at Levy Pants, Ignatius tells Mr. Gonzalez that Gloria, a stenographer, is going to quit.  Not wanting to feel inferior to her, Gonzalez fires Gloria at the end of the day.  After his first day selling weenies, Ignatius scarfs down many of his hot dogs.  So that he will not have to pay for them, he tells his boss Clyde that a member of the “syndicate” knocked him down and stole his franks (183) .
As the novel goes on, it becomes obvious that Ignatius thinks himself to be better than everyone else around him.  On the first page of the book, Ignatius comments on other peoples’ attire.  He says that their clothes are “offenses against taste and decency” and that they should be thrown in jail for such atrocities (19) .  Ignatius constantly belittles people around him with snide comments.  In his journal he refers to Patrolman Mancuso as a “retarded child who deserves constant attention” and Mongoloid Mancuso (252) .  All throughout the book Ignatius repeatedly patronizes his dear mother.  He constantly yells at her to stop bothering him and regularly points out her faults—mainly her slight drinking problem.  
Ignatius Reilly is more lethargic than the average housecat.  Early in the novel Ignatius greatly resists his mother’s orders to get a job.  He wants to continue what he had always been doing: staying at home, moping around the house, and writing his never-to-be-published journals.  While Ignatius is working for Levy Pants, he is expected to do paperwork.  Instead of doing this paperwork, Ignatius “[dumps] its alphabetical content into the wastebasket” while Mr. Gonzalez is turned away (133) .  Not much later in the book, the hot dog vendor Clyde threatens to kill Ignatius if he refuses to go home and get money to pay for his hot dogs.  Ignatius says that he would much rather die than walk “all the way to Constantinople Street” (176) .

Ignatius Reilly will never stop being an odd and offensive character; therefore, he will always be one of the most memorable figures in literature.
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